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GWAC Members 
 
Ron Bernstein, GWAC Chair and President 
RBCG, LLC 

Kay Aikin, Founder, CPO, Dynamic 
Grid/Introspective Systems 

Ron Ambrosio, Independent Energy 
Transformation Professional 

Andrew Bordine, GWAC  

Ron Cunningham, IT Enterprise Architect, 
American Electric Power 

David Forfia, Principal Consultant, Utilicast  

Lorenzo Kristov, Principal, Electric System 
Policy, Structure, Market Design 

Ahlmahz Negash, Sr. Power Analyst, Tacoma 
Power 

Mark Ortiz, Lead Architect, Schneider Electric, 
New GWAC member 

Farrokh Rahimi, Executive Vice President, Open 
Access Technology International, Inc. 

Aaron Snyder, Dir. of Grid Technology 
Consulting, EnerNex  

Leonard Tillman, Partner, Balch & Bingham, LLP 

 

GWAC Associates & Emeritus 

Rahul Bahadur, Associate 

Marc Costa, Associate 

Jeff Morris, Associate 

Mark Knight, Emeritus 

 

GWAC Friends 

Amara Fatima 

Sean Crimmins, EPRI 

Toby Considine 

Chris Irwin, DOE OE 

Don Hammerstrom, PNNL, Guest speaker 

Olayinka Kolawole 

Seemita Pal, PNNL 

Hayden Reeve, PNNL 

 

PNNL Support 

Susan McGuire, GWAC Coordinator 

Ron Melton, PNNL Administrator 

Jaime Kolln, PNNL Co-Administrator 
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Ron Bernstein opened the meeting with quorum. He noted that he has reviewed the August GWAC 
minutes and had no issues but others had  not reviewed them so the minutes will be held until the next 
meeting.  
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Don noted that the technical report supporting this work is posted on the OSTI.gov website.  Steve 
Widegren is the principal author but has retired from PNNL. 
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Kay Aikin commented in chat, “Don thanks for defending my price reaction method!” 

Rahul Bahadur said he thought interop sessions would be helpful, many approach from different 
aspects, allowing a neutral place for discussion is helpful and can move things along at a faster pace.  

Marc Costa asked how we can move this forward noting that some regulators are deploying things 
before issues are resolved. He asked how to get this information into the arena. 

Don said regulators are in a difficult position and their job is to protect everyone. And he said that as 
innovators we think differently than regulators. 
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Jamie Kolln announced the nominations for GWAC Associates. 

 

 

GWAC reviewed the upcoming list of GWAC related conferences. 
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Ron M. commented that we may not have a GWAC presence at the 2024 AHR Expo. Ron B. reminded 
GWAC that he will not be there this year, a first in several years for him.  
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Jaime has reached out to his contacts at SunSpec about speaking at a future GWAC meeting.  He also 
has contacted Philip Court with Ecogy Energy about speaking at a GWAC meeting.  

Jaime thanked Aaron Snyder and EnerNex for hosting the October GWAC F2F in Knoxville, Tennessee.   
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Jaime would like to see the GWAC at least still have posters if not papers. 

Jaime noted that with RE+ a treasurer will not be needed for the next conference. 

Ron M. said he and Jaime asked that there be a lunch for the GWAC group as a standalone option and it 
will be tiered for membership as to the extra cost. 

It is expected that sponsorship will not be needed this year, costs will be managed with a fee. 
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White papers 

Seemita expects to have her paper this week. 

Ron C. expects to have Future States ready for another review in a couple weeks. 

Rahul Bahadur and Ron Ambrosio volunteered to be a part of a committee to create a Webinar on “the 
Next Big Thing.” 

Action: Form a committee to create a webinar for “The Next Big Thing.” 
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Lorenzo’s paper is short set of case studies, but it will be published as a living document that can be 
updated. He needs to refresh the draft, but he has a goal of a draft by Mid-November. 

If others want to contribute to this paper and are not on the committee, please contact Lorenzo. 
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Jaime asked for new volunteers.  Ron A. is planning to help on the first paper. 

Farrokh Rahimi would like to help on the second paper. 

Ron B. said we can talk about the 2nd one at the F2F, there will be some presentations on that topic. 

Liaison Reports 

David Wollman – NIST: As part of the implementation plan development for the US National Standards 
Strategy for Critical and Emerging Technologies, NIST hosted an executive business roundtable and 
listening session in Detroit last week on automated, connected, and electrified transportation and 
infrastructure. 

https://www.nist.gov/news-events/events/2023/09/standards-and-performance-metrics-road-
automated-vehicles-workshop 

David also provided a link on how to engage in standards creation. 

Here’s the link: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/09/07/2023-19245/request-for-
information-on-implementation-of-the-united-states-government-national-standards 

EPRI - Sean Crimmins had no updates on EPRI.  

IEEE - Farrokh Rahimi reminded everyone that now is the time to submit for panels in line with the 
technical committees for the next general meeting that will be in Seattle next year.  

https://www.nist.gov/news-events/events/2023/09/standards-and-performance-metrics-road-automated-vehicles-workshop
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/events/2023/09/standards-and-performance-metrics-road-automated-vehicles-workshop
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/09/07/2023-19245/request-for-information-on-implementation-of-the-united-states-government-national-standards
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/09/07/2023-19245/request-for-information-on-implementation-of-the-united-states-government-national-standards
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If anyone has ideas for a GWAC panel, contact Ron Melton and Farrokh Rahimi and they will help 
support it inside IEEE. 

Ron B: noted the ASHRAE past president has agreed to speak to GWAC at the face-to-face meeting. 

Ron B. - CABA is now known as ASHB. It’s a name change; Association for Smarter Homes and Buildings. 

ISO/IEC -Ken Wacks noted a new standard called Safety Framework for connected Devices and 
Appliances is in development; Ken is project leader.  If you are interested in joining let Ken Wacks know. 

IREC – Ken Wacks; this week’s speaker will be Trevor Hardy with  PNNL. He will present on work he leads 
for a SEPA work group.  

NARUC – Jeff Morris reminded everyone of the mid-October NARUC meeting in LaQuinta, California.  
Chris Villarreal is putting a report together for NARUC on data sharing, DERs, DSOs and cyber security.   

Marc Costa recommended the ACEEE Summer 2024 meeting on Energy Equity and Climate Change.  He 
suggested that GWAC have a presence at this meeting. 

https://www.aceee.org/2024-summer-study-energy-efficiency-buildings 

Jaime reminded everyone that there is not a GWAC Conference website  yet but RE+ should be able to 
create one for us when there is an agreement. The name may change. This will be discussed at the F2F. 

https://www.aceee.org/2024-summer-study-energy-efficiency-buildings
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