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Jaime reviewed the agenda for today’s meeting. This meeting will feature a roundtable to review some 
pertinent activities with no featured speaker. He noted that noted that last month the council voted not 
to allow recording bots during GWAC meetings.  

 

Aaron Snyder asked about the electric vehicle paper. He is presenting talk on that topic later today at his 
company. It is a brief summary of an EV project that he has participated in. He offered to present it at 
today’s meeting.  

Jaime thought it was very relevant to GWAC white paper. 

Chair Ron Bernstein gave a motion to approve the November meeting minutes. 

Ken Wacks commented that he has no suggested edits this month.   

Ron Ambrosio seconded the motion to approve the November meeting minutes. 

There were no objections, or abstentions and the minutes were approved.  

Ron Bernstein thanked Susie and said he will have the video of Alaa Mahjoub’s talk from last month 
soon for Susie to post on the GWAC site. 

Ron B. mentioned an Army microgrids specification project that attended a presentation on.  It is on the 
topic of interoperability controls and the implementation of microgrids on Army bases. GWAC has had a 
presentation on this by one of his contacts and there was also a presentation on it at the RE+ GWAC 
Symposium. He is hoping to get a copy of the specifications document and share it with the GWAC. It 
will highlight some grid interaction issues that they found.  

After the GWAC presentation at AHR Ron Bernstein is arranging a group no host dinner with GWAC 
attendees, Design Light Consortium staff as well as some Army Corps of Engineers contacts who will be 
at AHR. Jaime would like to be sure we have a slide on that so that attendees who are interested can 
join them. 

We have had a couple projects on this.  It’s a good example of interoperability. Ron will share it with 
GWAC when it is final. He also said some of his Army contacts will be at the AHR and they are planning 
to attend the dinner with GWAC and the DLC contacts. 

Jaime suggested we try to get one of the contacts to be a GWAC monthly speaker sometime this year. 
Ron B said after the 2 pilots are complete, around the July timeframe should work for them. 
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Jaime asked the GWAC to review the conference list and suggest 

Kay Aikin is planning to attend the RE+ Microgrids in May and would like to add it to the conference list.  
It will be held in New Orleans March 19 – 20, 2025 at the New Orleans convention center. It is the week 
before DistribuTech. 

Farrokh mentioned the IEEE Energy & Policy Forum, April 14 – 17, 2025 in Washington DC. And also, the 
IEEE EESAT 2025 which will be January 20 – 21, 2025 in Charlotte NC. 

Jaime noted GWAC speakers are Sean Chandler, GWAC, to present on blockchain and Matt McDonald 
would like to present.  Jaime noted that there are GWAC presentation templates on the GWAC Website 
for those speaking on behalf of GWAC.  If anyone has trouble using Teams to retrieve the templates just 
ask Susie or Jaime to send it to you. Please suggest other speaker names so we can fill the calendar. 
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Jaime called out the 2 2024 papers championed by Seemita and Ron c 

 

 

Ron Cunningham commented about the next steps at the end of the Future States report (not the 
appendix), that section explains how the authors did the assessment – tips of the trade. He was 
wondering if it should be a white paper – follow on or addendum on the techniques we did to assess the 
materials and refactoring and that kind of thing. Is it still relevant to the Council.  It excluded the 
appendices. 

Aaron suggested a post or a series of posts on LinkedIn rather than a full paper. He suggested posting 
once a week for 4 weeks and include the GWAC logo and a title page. 

Ron said agreed but thought that a post a month might be better for him. 
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Jaime appreciated Aarons many social media promotion ideas for the GWAC. 

Aaron said as we repost our GWAC items it socializes the products throughout the industry. 

Stephan MacDonald suggested a rewrite of the 2020 Trans Energy FAQs is needed. Jaime asked him to 
send him an email about his concept of a rewrite and we could team him with a GWAC member and 
others to take a refresh on as a new work product.   

 

 

 

Matt McDonald and Shawn Chandler are future speakers. We are looking for more.  Jaime would like 
some additional name suggestions as we move into 2025. 

Jaime mentioned the templates are located on the GWAC Teams site. We can send them to presenters 
as needed.  We will have a version with an embedded 3 in 1 GWAC Explainer video which will be large. 
We can send with Mass Transit tool. 
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Reminder to GWAC Members, Associates and Emeritus to update their bios. Please encourage Emeritus 
members to send in their updates. 

Jaime mentioned a pending upgrade to the GWAC website.  

Jaime also mentioned the Call for Candidates and the objective of getting a mix of industry participants. 

The video shown is helpful for recruiting new candidates. It is posted on the GWAC website.  

 

Jaime introduced Julie with INS Engineer          – she said hello, she is listening and learning at our 
meeting today.  

Kay welcomed her – she works for a company in Maine but lives in Washington state. 
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Jaime extended the posted the due date to January 17, a one-month extension.  

 

 

 

Jaime briefly reviewed the Call for Candidates page for new GWAC candidates.  He noted that a letter of 
support is needed from employers but for those who are self-employed a letter from the organization is 
needed to show proof that the level of commitment (time) is understood. 

Jaime read the GWAC Mission and Vision statement which was recently refreshed.  

Jaime also noted that the DOE provides administrative support to the GWAC, but the GWAC itself is an 
independent organization and can determine its own mission aside from the current DOE 
administration. 

Jamie said the Council will determine its own direction. 
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Kay noted that efficient and affordable energy is needed.  

David Katz, Canada, commented that NARC includes Canada. He suggested bringing in a Canadian 
perspective to the GWAC. He noted that land use regulations there prioritize for food over wind power. 

Yashar is finishing his PhD in economics. He has talked with various smart grid companies, some of his 
research is on work in Washington state. He doesn’t see DERS going away. He stressed the importance 
of DERs.   

James Orenstein  - has been involved with community solar, block chain and TE.  He will be at DTECH. HE 
noted that Texas PUC has a lot of changes coming to interconnection policies. He said he is really looking 
forward to the presentation by Sean Chandler. 

Jaime noted that Matt McDonald may present on DSO in the near future. 

Jeff Katz gave a brief overview of his history with the GWAC. He was a member from 2007 to 2014. He is 
a  former CTO for IBM and at the time worked closely with Ron Ambrosio. He is a senior member of IEEE 
and was a part of the work group to develop the P2030 standard on smart grid interoperability; he 
served as chair of the first task force.  He has organized a Conference on Cyber Security and on a 
precursor of data science. Smart Grid as IOT, Smart Grid Architecture and Smart Grid Cyber Security.  
During that time, he worked closely with Jeff Taft. He raised the issue of new ideas regarding Nuclear 
Energy. 

Jaime said it is another tool in the tool belt. We can keep it in mind as we look at other DERs. He noticed 
that Amazon and other companies are looking at investing in nuclear energy. 

Lorenzo commented that a nuclear plant is not decentralized.  He sees GWAC as pursuing more 
distributed systems. 

Ron A. commented that the need for “centralized” will not go away. He said the type of centralized 
energy such as nuclear, or fossil is still going to be there.  We need to look at how to architect for both 
centralized and decentralized.  

Lorenzo agreed with Ron A. but added that centralized is not the focus of the GWAC. 

Jamie said that modern small nuclear reactors, SMRs, are less centralized that reactors of the past. 

Ward Camp is an Emeritus member on the call today. He is working in Connecticut on a pilot program to 
gather information from appliances, using the same sensors to statewide activities. He sees the 
importance of the ability to have a good, distributed intelligence platform for the utilization of data. The 
utilization of data is still siloed and centralized; he is looking at how to take it up to DSO levels.  He works 
for a company that has strong Canadian ties and he is interested in what they are doing. He appreciates 
the efforts of Canadians in the area of resilience and reliability.  

Jaime suggested that Ward talk with GWACs Mark Ortiz who is looking at data curation and related 
challenges in that area. 
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GWAC Tutorial 

Jaime invited the group to attend the GWAC tutorial panel presentation AHR and also to participate in 
the no host dinner with the ASHRAE group that Ron Bernstein is arranging. 
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Jaime noted that GWAC will participate with RE+ again this fall.  Jaime and Ron Bernstein have had 
preliminary conversations with Aaron Smallwood. 

 

 

 



 
Meeting Minutes  

December 11, 2024  

11 
 

 

Ron Ambrosio said that the work group has revised comments a second time from feedback sent by Kay, 
Marc, and Aaron. Changes have been discussed and incorporated as the committee felt appropriate. 
Rahul Bahadur is also helping to lead this.  Their target was a 45-minute talk so that with Q&A it would 
be one hour to fit the timeslot for AHR’s educational seminars.  They have increased to one hour of 
content and are now working on the last clean up edits. They will have it ready very soon for the Council 
to review it and collect comments.  Jaime suggested a dry run.  Ron A. said it may need to be a separate 
meeting since it is one hour but that sounds good. 

 

 

Lorenzo met with Marc Costa met last week and determined where they want to go and how to 
approach it. Meetings will resume in January.  They are discussing the audience and what they are trying 
to accomplish. Often content is perceived as too complex. They want to offer Grid Architecture as a tool 
and methodology for decision makers.  They recognized as a team that they need to come up with a 
problem statement to help the finalization of the paper. If anyone has ideas on this, they are invited to 
join the work group. 

Jaime said a checklist, similar to DMC, could be helpful to people with limited time and attention spans. 
He said the DMC rewrite gave perspective for various audience members. He thought one for regulators 
and one for utility people who may present to a regulator would both be helpful. 
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Ron Ambrosio liked the idea of a different message for different audiences. 

Ken agreed that something to inform both regulators and utilities would be valuable. 

A Doodle Poll that Marc sent out to determine the meeting time went out.  Jaime did receive it. 

Kay said they need to modify the Target Date since they are moving into 2025. 

Lorenzo said “soon” might be a better date. 

 

 

Kay gave an update on the status of the paper.  The original concept has moved from 20 to 30 pages 
now. 

Kay had sent to Jaime and Mark Paterson on December 10. 

Aaron asked if it could go out to all of GWAC.  Kay said yes. Aaron said that will help GWAC to be 
prepared for the final review. 
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Jaime invited Aaron Snyder, EnerNex to present in lieu of the paper update and introduced him as 
today’s presenter. 
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Left hand side is a 2nd life system.  After they are no longer useful in a vehicle they can still be used. 

There are about 3M on the road in the US today: 
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There are about 40M worldwide.  Use has doubled in last two years. 

US distribution is not evenly spread out. 
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Values shown are in KW hours represent the capacity of the batteries.  
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Batteries are sized based on the maximum  capacity, but likely people will not use them to 0.  When 
using a battery say for camping, the user must leave enough energy to start the vehicle to leave the site. 
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Complexity = cost 

If the inverter fails would the car have to be replaced? 

Does everyone want this if it is a standard? 

Almost every standard is evolving.  

Each standard looks from a different way. 
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Aaron noted that California has an 8-step process.  
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Ron A 

 

ISO IEC – Ken Wacks said they had two more standards published this week on enhancing the residential 
gateway. We’ve come up with an architecture for the gateway that includes a single unit, distributed 
units, and enhanced with cybersecurity protection. So, the gateway serves as a sentry. We are now 
working on using the gateway as a platform for applications starting with energy management using a 
standard that was published about a month ago.  

Our updated framework for energy management which Ken led the development on, is based on 
discussions from GWAC and other meetings for integrating DERs with transactive energy and grid scale 
power. As usual we will be having two group meetings next year; one in spring and one in fall which are 
expected to be face to face tentatively in Ireland.  

IREC – Ken noted has had a series of presentations along the topic of Aaron Snyder’s talk today.  Ken 
wanted Aaron to know that he had heard from an engineer located in Simi Valley, California who dealt 
with Southern California Edison when he put solar on his roof.  He also put in a stationary battery, and 
he has electric vehicles.  So, he has experienced all the issues that Aaron presented here today. 

From his talk we learned a lot about the  installation company that he dealt with and his dealing with a 
local inspector and with So Cal Edison. 
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Some of the materials presented were captured and are available at the IREC Customer Grid Edge 
website.  If you are interested just put in IREC CGE and it will take  you to our home page. The next 
meeting will be Friday, December 20th. The featured speaker will be Jackson Wang, the CTO of E Radio.  
He will talk about consumer metrics, and the electric vehicle equivalent to dollars per gallon. Jackson 
has been very active in the data side of smart grid; he developed an FM broadcast system to distribute 
energy prices. 

Ken invited everyone to join the one and a half hour meeting at 1:30pm Eastern time this Friday. The 
meetings are open to anyone in this industry at no charge. On the site we have summaries of most 
presentations and there is a place where you can sign up to get meeting announcements.  David Katz 
who is on this call today will be one of the January presenters.   

Ken thanked GWAC for opportunity to present this information. 

Jaime Kolln added that Jackson is a fantastic speaker and does a good job at tying the technology to the 
business case. Jaime has worked with him on some of the E radio pilots for water heaters, EV chargers, 
heat pumps and many different things and Jaime added that Jackson is very engaged with this 
information, his talks are very enjoyable. 

Ken said Jackson has been a popular speaker and they try to get him scheduled at least once a year. He 
has been expanding his data distribution network to manage EV charging.  

 

Larisa Dobriansky suggested adding a liaison in the area of energy storage and V2G, etc. More liaisons in 
this space could give updates on the progress of this area of technology. She and Jaime discussed some 
ideas about potential liaisons. She felt the state regulatory agency commissions will need to look more 
at energy storage in their interconnection processes.  So far only five jurisdictions in the US are moving 
in energy storage in the interconnection process. 

Acting chair Ron Ambrosio said that is it for liaison updates and adjourned the meeting. 
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