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GWAC Members 
 

Ron Bernstein, GWAC Chair and President, 
RBCG, LLC  

Kay Aikin, Founder, CPO, Dynamic 
Grid/Introspective Systems 

Ron Ambrosio, Independent Energy 
Transformation Professional 

Ron Chebra, Executive Director, Chebra 
Consulting Group 

Marc Costa, Director of Policy Planning, the 
Energy Coalition 

Yashar Kenarangui, Principal Consulting Eng., 
Grid Innovation 

Mark Ortiz, Sr. Director & Chief Architect, 
Power & Grid, Schneider Electric 

Farrokh Rahimi, Executive Vice President, Open 
Access Technology International, Inc.    

Aaron Snyder, Dir. of Grid Technology 
Consulting, EnerNex                                                        

 

GWAC Associates & Emeritus 

Ron Cunningham, Emeritus 

Leonard Tillman, Emeritus 

Ken Wacks, GWAC Emeritus 

 

 

 

 

 

GWAC Guest Speaker 

Kay Aikin, Founder, CPO, Dynamic 
Grid/Introspective Systems 

GWAC Friends 

Bruce Nordman, Energy & Resources Group, UC 
Berkeley 

L. Affolabi 

Larisa Dobriansky, General Microgrids, Inc. 

John Guerin 

Chris Klasen, PNNL 

Volkmar Kunerth, Accent Technologies 

Alaa Mahjoub, Independent Digital Business 
Advisor 

Jeremy Roberts, Green Button 

Tim Schoechle, Colorado State Univ. 

Naw Tin, USF 

 

 

PNNL Support 

Jaime Kolln, PNNL GWAC Administrator 

Susie McGuire, GWAC Coordinator 

Grace Borland, GWAC Financial Coordinator 
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Matt McDonnell is out today but Jaime said the Regulators paper is nearly complete, the team is 
working with PNNL creative services on a graphic for the paper.  

 

Ron Bernstein said he has reviewed the GWAC February meeting minutes, and he asked for a motion to 
approve them. 
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Susie noted that Farrokh Rahimi had a meeting name edit and that change has been made. 

Ron Bernstein gave a motion to approve the minutes, and Aaron Snyder seconded the motion.  

 

 

Jaime noted that the V2G Forum will be in Los Angeles the last week in April. He will attend and also 
James Mater, GWAC Emeritus  7th V2G Business, Policy and Technology Forum: Spring 2026 

Ron Bernstein noted that the Middle East Energy Leadership Summit has been rescheduled to 
September 1 –  4, 2026. Ron B. will be there as an invited guest speaker. 

Aaron Snyder noted DistribuTECH will be March 1 – 4, 2027 in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Jaime noted to Farrokh that he may not be able to travel to the IEEE PES General Meeting in Montreal, 
but he suggested a couple of people who could replace him.  

Ron B noted that the next AHR will be held in Chicago and they would like GWAC go give an educational 
presentation. 

Banff is Decentralized Energy Canada. 

https://v2gforum-sgo.com/
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Ron B. noted that GWAC now has an impressive video library of Guest Presentations and GWAC 
presentations created in Fy25.  

Jaime mentioned the context setting framework in 2008 is one of the most impactful documents from 
GWAC. He asked the GWAC to consider forming a group to publish a refresh of it. 

Ron Chebra said he has talked to David Forfia regarding the GWAC Decision Maker’s Checklist which had 
been refreshed in 2016.  They believe there is plenty of content to do a new refresh and they could 
contribute to it.  Ron will email Jaime with what has been discussed. 

Kay said the last edits for the Systems Thinking for Regulators paper is almost done.  Mark Paterson is 
finalizing it but has had some delays due to schedule conflicts. Jaime asked Kay if she could take on 
finalization of the paper. She said Mark has said he will send in a couple of things and then she can finish 
it quickly. 

 

 

Shawn Chandler is hoping to find a few more people to work on the new energy efficiency paper, 
anyone interested should let him, Jaime or Susie know – he is hoping to find a few more contributors.  
This is a paper inspired by the Energy Star program. 
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The group noted that the deadline for the PES General Meeting just passed. 

Jaime noted that the IEEE PES Energy & Policy forum is next week. Once it concludes they will open the 
call for next year. Jaime said that is a really good venue for the Council. 

 

Farrokh Rahimi said the next IEEE PES Grid Edge meeting will be held in Salt Lake City, dates are not yet 
firm, but noted as April 19 – 22, 2027 at the SLC Convention Center.    

Jaime said if someone has a topic that GWAC could present at Grid Edge please talk to him, Ron 
Bernstein or Shawn Chandler. That would be a good place for GWAC to gain visibility. 

DTECH this year – Jaime said that the educational program this year  was fantastic and GWAC may want 
to participate in the next one. 

Jaime noted that he has been talking to Seemita Pal about PGE hosting a GWAC meeting at their 
Wilsonville Facility, south of Portland, OR.  No badges would be required.  It might be a good location for 
a F2F meeting. 
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Jaime noted that Kay has a great LinkedIn account with a lot of interesting content.  The QR code above 
will take you to it.  She has lots of good information there. 
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Most batteries are manufactured in China and are aimed to accommodate Grid Scale, and the sizes 
don’t work really well.  So, they designed a flexible system architecture that allows change to the power 
side and to the storage side of the equation. 

They also addressed the degradation issue of batteries and performance needed by customers.   
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She said the idea is that they are creating a solution to a problem rather than a product. 

 If space is constrained, then the battery must be very dense. 
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Jaime Kolln commented that battery safety is probably the biggest barrier to the adoption of storage. He 
noted that some jurisdictions have moratoriums on storage. 

He thanked Kay for speaking today and said PNNL materials scientists are interested in knowing when 
the plant is announced. 
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Kay Aikin invited the GWAC to host a F2F in Portland Maine in Fall of 2026.  She explained that the Roux 
center has a  space that will accommodate the GWAC very nicely.  She said the center is part of the 
Northeastern University Campus. 
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The location is only six miles from the nearest airport and there are four hotels within walking distance 
of the venue. Kay shared a map of nearby restaurants: 
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Jaime noted that Matt McDonnell and the team are working with PNNL Creative Services to create a 
graph for this paper. 

Kay said that the work group has discussed a follow-on paper. 

Kay will talk to Mark Paterson about taking on the finalization of this paper and getting it ready for 
completion in the next of couple weeks. 
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Ron Cunningham said that the business scenarios are being finalized, and they will use the knowledge 
graph to illustrate that. They are planning to have something ready in time for the GWAC conference. 
The group is now meeting weekly. 

 Jaime said he can change the meeting time if needed. 

Action: Bruce Nordman wanted to be invited to the Grid Architecture for Transportation work group. 



 
Meeting Minutes  

March 18, 2026 

17 
 

 

 



 
Meeting Minutes  

March 18, 2026 

18 
 

Jaime proposed taking some time at the F2F meeting in Nashville to discuss the proposed Philadelphia 
meeting in a SEPA RE+ venue. 

Aaron Snyder said he hasn’t yet confirmed that he can attend the Philadelphia meeting since the 
meeting is still several months away. 

Ron A. noted has a conflict and he will not be able to attend the Philadelphia meeting. 

Ron A. added that he has presented the GWAC Webinar on Bridge Back from the future twice at IEEE 
PES student chapter meetings. He suggested that GWAC do a dry run of it and make some updates. He 
and  Rahul are planning to use the new white paper by Kay and Mark P. as a source of inspiration and 
pull some updates and graphics from it. 

Jaime said that for webinar attendance outside of the GWAC we should be able to utilize LinkedIn to 
publicize and maybe give people the option to sign up through LinkedIn. 

GWAC Action – Kay has not seen any comments come back, if they were sent to Mark Paterson please 
forward them also to Kay Aikin. 

 

 

The GWAC AHR Expo videos are now posted, and the slide decks are available.  

The GWAC February Guest Speaker video is also posted on the GWAC website. 
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IF the GWAC choses to partner with the Florida West Coast Section of IEEE PES  Ron Ambrosio said they 
will  also be able to team with the Carbon Energy Society  USF student chapter. He also expects strong 
support from local utilities. 

Farrokh has proposed that GWAC partner with the University of Utah. 

Jaime said the next steps will prepare the call for content, and establish rules for the review process, and 
also to start the keynote speaker search.   

We need to whittle down the venue options. 

Ron Ambrosio said there would be students to help with the conference.  

The Florida West Coast Section would handle registration; they have the have experience with taking 
meeting registrations. The room cost would be minimal since the student chapter would reserve the 
space.   



 
Meeting Minutes  

March 18, 2026 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Jaime said that the meeting would adjourn earlier on Day 2. Day 1 would go until approximately 5:00pm. 
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Jaime said that if GWAC chooses University Utah GWAC would likely select their Law Center facility 
because it has space breakout rooms.  There is a fee for that space, but the University would handle 
registration and could collect the funds to cover costs. 

Jaime pulled up the conference review criteria – he asked if people have conflicts during the proposed 
dates: 

 

Ron B asked about DTech as a conflict in 2027 – location is Atlanta 
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Jaime will get a couple more key questions answered and we will do a poll to see what venue the 
Council wants to go with. This would be a poll for the GWAC Council. 

We will list the tracks and assign council members to each track and other roles. 

Jeremy Roberts said he will look into how he could participate. 
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Green Button - Jereme Roberts gave this link to a prosed bill on digital energy management called the 
“Access to Consumer Energy Information Act.”  

C:\Users\PAT\AppData\Local\Temp\PAT26145.loc  Senator Welch and Senator Van Hollen have 
proposed it. 

Farrokh mentioned upcoming IEEE meetings. He said the IEEE Block Chain Technical Community hosts 
regular monthly meetings.  He said that Blockchain has moved to ver. 2.0 and the work group is 
responsible for their own revenues and offices.  

https://www.welch.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/E-Access-Act-of-2026.pdf
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Ron Bernstein said shared news from the recent meeting in Las Vegas.  There are two new projects in 
the building specification area.  

One relates to enterprise systems and the definition of them. There are a lot of different types of 
buildings with different resources and interfaces. You might call it a commercial or industrial enterprise 
monitoring system.  The group discussed how the enterprise system would communicate with outside 
services like grid services in order to be able to take many different sources of data into one common 
front end. There is a subcommittee working on the definition of the specification requirements and the 
overall architecture. The key element is interoperability. 

For example, you would have interoperable data sets, interoperable nomenclature and related 
metadata which you could bring into a harmonized location. 

This is a task that the guideline 13 1.4 committee is taking on.  

There is a second one that relates to the visualization of the information. It’s the DNS building 
management system with front end graphics and how to monitor and develop user interfaces that are 
usable by a range of stakeholders.  

Ron is involved with both tasks. 

Ron Ambrosio noted that the next IREC meeting will be a face to face  meeting in Washington DC. Ron is 
planning to attend. 
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Jaime shared a link to the recently published DOE Office of Electricity Strategic Plan:  office-electricity-
strategic-plan 

Ron Bernstein mentioned that he had contacted Roseanne Jones with IEEE about working with GWAC 
on the Symposium said it’s best to work with the IEEE Local chapters for meeting promotion.  Ron 
Ambrosio said that is likely due to the availability local/regional funding only. 

Ron B. said  will not be at the April GWAC meeting so Shawn Chandler will be the acting GWAC Chair at 
the Face to Face meeting in Nashville. 

Jaime mentioned the new DOE Genesis call – for proposals.  He said there is a long list of things they are 
looking for and some on the call may want to review it for opportunities 

Ron Bernstein adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

 

https://www.energy.gov/documents/office-electricity-strategic-plan
https://www.energy.gov/documents/office-electricity-strategic-plan
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