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GWAC Face to Face meeting 
Hosted by Schneider Electric, Franklin, TN 
Day 1, April 21 
 
GWAC Members 
  
Shawn Chander, GWAC Vice Chair, Executive Vice President, QGEMS Energy* 

Ron Ambrosio, Independent Energy Transformation Professional* 

Kay Aikin, Founder, CPO, Dynamic Grid/Introspective Systems 

Mark Costa, Dir. Policy Planning, The Energy Coalition* 

David Forfia, Principal Consultant, Utilicast* 

Matt McDonnell, Current Energy Group, Managing Partner 

Farrokh Rahimi, Executive Vice President, Open Access Technology International, Inc. 

Mark Ortiz, Sr. Director & Chief Architect, Power & Grid, Schneider Electric* 

Aaron Snyder, Dir. of Grid Technology Consulting, EnerNex* 

  

GWAC Associates & Emeritus 
 

Mark Knight, Emeritus 

Leonard Tillman, Emeritus* 

Lorenzo Kristov, Emeritus 

Ken Wacks, Emeritus 

 

GWAC Friends 
 

Ben Ealey, EPRI* 

Alaa Mahjoub, Independent Digital Business Advisor 

Bruce Nordman, LBNL 
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Chirath Pathiravasam 

Ken Wacks, Emeritus 

James Orenstein, Trinity River community Solar 

Hayden Reeve, PNNL 

Nicholas Domich, PG&E 

David Wollman, Consultant 

 

PNNL Support 
 

Jaime Kolln, PNNL GWAC Administrator* 

Grace Borland, PNNL, TSP Financial Coordinator 

Susie McGuire, PNNL GWAC Coordinator 

Vanessa Whitten, PNNL Protocol & Events 

 

GWAC Vice Chair, Shawn Chandler gave an intro to the group focusing on the accomplishments of the 
GWAC. 
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Jamie Kolln reviewed the agenda for the Face to Face meeting and then introduced Mark Ortiz, meeting 
host who presented an overview of Schneider Electric. 
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Mark was involved with GWAC as far back as 2008. He also was involved with SGIP. 
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Schnieder has 3 main pillars: 
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Mark started around 7:10 PST, and by 7:30am they started asking question.  
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Jaime Kolln noted that there will be a follow-on meeting  to the V2G Forum in Los Angeles; it will be held 
in Detroit, Michigan in October 2026.  There will be a 2030.5 Demo. It’s a partnership with DTE. 

Ken Wacks  noted that he will be speaking at the Connections Conference in Santa Clara CA May 5 – 7, 
2026.  He will lead a discussion on Key Performance Indicators for AI-based Systems.  

Matt McDonnell noted that he will be attending NARUC Summer meeting and NARUC WEST 
Albuquerque meeting. 
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Shawn Chandler noted the new work group that he is planning will be focused on energy efficiency, 
particularly with regard to the electric grid. 

Jaime said they will talk more about it this afternoon in the future work products discussions.  

Kay Aikin gave a brief update on the Future Back paper and noted that the cartoon on the draft will be 
replaced with one that is original. 

Jaime said he recently spoke with Seemita Pal at PGE about hosting a GWAC meeting in the Portland, 
Oregon area. The date is still uncertain. 

Jaime asked GWAC for suggestions for other potential regional workshops.  

David Wollman noted an article in Physics Today about NIST’s new limits on Foreign Guest Researchers. 
This change could have an impact on  postdoc positions. The new limits may not allow enough time for 
researchers to complete their studies in the US. 

Farrokh Rahimi noted that the IEEE PES Grid Edge meeting will feature a panel on the blockchain 
technical community. The Blockchain technical group has moved to the 2.0 version, and the group is 
responsible for their own revenues and expenses. 

Ken Wacks noted that the ISO/IEC has two  weeks of virtual meetings coming up starting  May 19 which 
will run into the next week and possibly into June if needed. A safety framework guideline and control 
document has been approved. It was published two weeks ago as an international standard. 



 
Meeting Minutes  

April 21 – 22, 2026  

10 
 

There is another standard that will be out soon focused on electric vehicles, chargers, and controls.   
Also, there is a similar standard also about to be published. When they were in Japan in 2024, they saw a 
demo on this and now it is being implemented. Both standards began in Japan and are being published 
internationally probably in June. 

Ken commented on a new standard from CTA –R7.8 which is developed from  the 3rd generation 
modular generation interface (MCI) standard.  It is mandated for water heaters in WA and OR. They 
have already published a guide for implementing the 2nd generation of the standard.  ANSI CTA – 2045 
versions B  is now  out in the field.    

IREC – Ken Wacks said there have been no meetings recently for Customer Grid Edge. DOE has cut 
grants and so there is less funding.  

Ron Ambrosio – SEPA: There will be a meeting in Washington DC in two weeks and a research advisory 
council meeting.  He is on one of the working groups. 

Matt McDonnell mentioned the NARUC Summery Policy Summit to be held in Minneapolis in July and 
other regional NARUC meetings.  He also mentioned a NARUC West meeting to be held in  Albuquerque. 

Shawn Chandler has been attending Gridwise alliance meetings. They have been supporting the rate 
payer protection pledge.  The current administration is pushing hyperscalers to bring their own 
resources to connect to the grid. However, in some cases that is against state laws.  So, this can be a 
state issue. Regulators need to figure out how to enact the pledge if contrary to state law. 

Another piece of legislation on their topics of discussion is the Energy Bills Relief Act. Shawn has a copy.  
It repeals many administration actions to stop low-cost renewable power.   

Intermission break 
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Working definition  
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Break 
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GWAC Face to Face meeting 
Hosted by Schneider Electric, Franklin, TN 
Day 2, April 22 
 

In person attendees:  Mark Ortiz, Jaime Kolln, Aaron Snyder David Forfia, Shawn Chandler, Matt 
McDonnell, Ron Ambrosio 

Online 

Kay Aikin 

Peter Fitzgerald 

Mark Knight 

Susie McGuire 

Farrokh Rahimi  

Vanessa Whitten 

Ken Wacks 
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Symposium Discussion 

 
 

Jaime said key sessions tied to workshops would be Interoperability, Bridging Back 
and Customer Driven Information. 

3D future energy transition was put forward and Jaime asked for a definition and 
the group agreed it  was 3D with AI.  However, Jaime said energy transition seems 
similar to bridging and would fit in the Bridging Back session. 

But the group also thought that Bridging Back could fit under Systems Thinking as 
a high level technical topic. 

It was suggested that Bridging Back is more technical and systems thinking is 
more about regulatory policy.  
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Jaime said he would like the lunch hour to be a chance to network with colleagues. 

The sessions will be tied to workshops – will they tie to work products or to a more technical topic 
perhaps related to Guest Speakers. 

Systems Thinking 

They discussed key topics - 

· Interoperability  
· Bridging Back (applied grid architecture) 
· Systems thinking  
· Energy transition – this would fit under bridging back 

Kay asked them to be careful of parallel talks -  putting things like technical and high level competing at 
the same time because some will want to attend all the most technical talks. 

Kay thinks Bridging Back and Systems Thinking are two topics that should not be held at the same time. 

Shawn suggested people are hoping to hear “what does this mean to me” so they can apply it to their 
needs. It’s hard for people to chart their interests. People want to hear what they can apply. 

Jaime wants to focus on what is the future of the industry. 

The group reviewed what should be discussed in the Fireside Chat, which will be the  final session on 
March 10. 
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The group discussed the Symposium agenda and time allocations. 

Regarding the fireside chat, Jaime said he sees this as more of a session with the community 
talking about issues that were addressed in the sessions. 

There was some discussion about sponsorship for sessions and various levels of sponsor 
support. Four levels of sponsorship was agreed on. 

Vanessa Whitten asked about recording and Jaime said they would like to record the sessions if 
possible or at least have the slide deck for posting. This will be a topic for discussion at the 
University of Utah call. 

Shawn Chandler questioned if a registration will discourage people from attending. 

Jaime replied that without a registration people will sign up and then not show up without 
having made an investment.  But he noted that the event will need sponsors to cover or 
supplement the food and beverage cost.  He said that the registration should at least cover the 
audio visual service costs.  

 

Final 
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Chat: 
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