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Chair Ron Bernstein noted GWAC had quorum at 10:30am. 

Jaime opened the meeting and read the proprietary  info.  He announced that today’s guest speaker will 
be McGee Young with WattCarbon. Jaime asked everyone to hold questions until the end of the 
presentation.  

Jaime asked the GWAC to let Susie know if you will not be able to attend the monthly meeting and he 
thanked those who have been doing that.  This helps us know if we will be able to make quorum. 

Chair Ron Bernstein called the meeting to order. He asked for a motion to approve the June meeting 
minutes. Ron Ambrosio seconded the motion.  

The group had no objection to approving the GWAC June Meeting minutes.  

Farrokh Rahimi noted that he is leading a panel at the IEEE PES General Meeting in Montreal.  Jaime 
asked if he could use a copy of the GWAC introductory videos in one o f his talks.  Farrokh said he would 
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show the videos at the beginning of each panel.  Susie will send Farrokh the link to the GWAC 
introductory videos. 

Jaime thanked Farrokh for being a great advocate for the GWAC. 

Shawn Chandler and Jaime Kolln are planning to attend the RE+ Mid-Atlantic meeting in September and 
Jaime noted that because Matt McDonnell and Lorenzo Kristov are not able to attend that PNNL’s 
Jeremy Twitchell will also attend. The three will represent GWAC at the event and give an overview of 
the systems thinking for regulators paper that was recently published by the GWAC. Jeremy had 
participated in work group meetings for the paper and had lead some of the writing tasks.  Jaime said if 
Kay Aikin is able to attend, she also will be a presenter, but her availability is not yet confirmed. 

Ron Bernstein posted the titles of talks he will be giving at the Middle East Energy Conference in Abu 
Dhabi, UAE.   

· Panel Discussion: Corporate Digital Transformation in the Utility Sector, 
Wednesday, September 2: 02:50 PM - 03:35 PM 

· Panel Discussion: Securing Grids Against Cybersecurity Threats, 
Thursday, September 3: 12:00 PM - 01:00 PM. Speakers: Ron Bernstein , Stephanie Wu , Goran 
Novakovic 
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Action: Susie will send links to Farrokh Rahimi for the GWAC introductory video series for him to use at 
IEEE PES General Meeting. (done) 

Farrokh Rahimi noted that he is hosting 2 panels: AI in Power, and Flexible interconnections. 

August RE+ Mid-Atlantic – Jaime is discussing our timing with Aaron Smallwood, SEPA.  There may be a 
hiccup.  

Jaime Kolln noted that Jeremy Twitchell with PNNL will cover the Regulators paper content at the 
meeting.  Jaime and Shawn Chandler will be there and Jeremy Roberts.  Kay has not confirmed; she may 
have a conflict.  

Ron Bernstein can’t yet confirm if he will be presenting in person at the meeting in Abu Dhabi. 

Ron Chebra will moderate to panels at the T&D World conference; Wildfire, and Innovation in Grid, in 
September. 

Action: Send Ron Chebra the GWAC video links. (done) 

Action: Farrokh will attend DTech 27 in Atlanta – please add his name to the list. (done) 
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Ron Bernstein sent an abstract of the talk he has planned for the Middle East energy conference: 

Cutting-edge roadmaps aligning technology investment with business objectives — case studies from 
leading organizations leveraging digital capabilities to drive operational excellence, customer value, and 
competitive advantage. 

Panel Discussion: Corporate Digital Transformation in the Utility Sector. Wednesday, September 2: 02:50 
PM - 03:35 PM 

Panel Discussion: Securing Grids Against Cybersecurity Threats. Thursday, September 3: 12:00 PM - 1:00 
PM 

Speakers: Ron Bernstein , Stephanie Wu , Goran Novakovic 

Jaime noted that the recently published Bridging back needs to be added to the GWAC 
Accomplishments slide and it is on Linked In. 

Action: Update the slide on the template for this meeting with the Bridging Back paper and also 
update the slide set with the new publication.   

 

 

 

Jaime introduced today’s guest speaker,  McGee Young with WattCarbon: 

 



 
Meeting Minutes  

July 15, 2026 

8 
 

 

 

 



 
Meeting Minutes  

July 15, 2026 

9 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Meeting Minutes  

July 15, 2026 

10 
 

 

 

 



 
Meeting Minutes  

July 15, 2026 

11 
 

 

 



 
Meeting Minutes  

July 15, 2026 

12 
 

 

McGee asked the group for their questions. 

James Orenstein 

Q For comment here or follow up w/McGee: Are you following the TX PUCT activity to update the 
Distribution Grid Interconnection Policies & Procedures & Cost Recovery under dockets 54233 & 
54224? 

A I've been following it. Anything in particular catch your eye? 

  
 

Marc C – building America data set from ORNL – they calibrated the models and have a partnership with 
Google to have all the buildings from the ground up. It might be interesting to look at that.   

McGee said he would look at it.   

Marc said it’s called Model America. 

Marc also said that Kay Aikin has access to some models that might be interesting.  Marc thought DQ 
sensitivity would be interesting. 
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As an industry, the wholesale market ecosystem is pretty well developed.  He hopes the information will 
be helpful to them.  They hope to build their way down to the distribution level.   

Ron Cunningham said the scope of what they are taking on gets exponential in the amount of 
information required.   

McGee said PGE is helpful in sharing their data. He gave an explanation: 
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At the substation level there is no load data available. As you get more granular, they limit the 
information. He explained the steps they took to work with it. 

A Transmission substation is not as trackable as to exactly who it serves. 
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Jaime Kolln and Shawn Chandler will discuss next steps for the new work group.  

Jaime asked if we have a “we are the Council” set of slides. Ron Ambrosio replied that there is a folder 
for it (under General) and it probably needs to be updated. 

Jaime reviewed who will attend Grid Edge as a GWAC representative: 

 

Jaime said they will be submitting a panel to the Grid Edge Tech Conference. 

Ron B. will represent GWAC at the AHR Expo 27. He said the format will be an educational or training 
session.   He said that the AHR is interested in hosting more training programs. He wants to use some of 
the Jeff Taft model. He asked who will be able to attend that event. 

Regarding NARUC opportunities Jaime will talk more with Shawn Chandler and Andy Bordine. 
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Regarding the GWAC Face to Face in Maine, Kay is having some logistical issues.  Jaime will schedule a 
planning meeting soon. 

Jaime is looking for some new ideas for an in-person workshop. If someone has an idea please let him, 
Ron Bernstein and Susie, know. 

Peter Fitzgerald was interested and asked what is needed for a meeting site. 

Jaime said depending on the topic, the focus and audience will vary. He said typically they expect  to 
have about 20 attendees. 

 

Jaime said that the December 2026 timeframe target for this paper may be too optimistic. 
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Ron Cunningham explained that the paper looks at various scenarios.  
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Jaime noted that this group meets twice a month. One of the meetings had fallen off the schedule but 
he set it back up again as a recurring meeting.  

 

Marc Costa asked if this would be a sequel to the other regulatory paper. Kay is not on the call today.  
Jaime said that Lorenzo Kristov, Mark Ortiz, and Yashar Kenarangui have given him some feedback on 
the proposed abstract.  Jaime explained the thinking behind this to Marc Costa. He referred to the Jeff 
Taft coordination Venn Diagrams. He said kay wanted to look at the regulatory implications of 
coordination. She sees it as a companion to the other paper.  

Marc said on the Regulators paper, he has a resource that he can share but he was also looking at state 
utility regulations and uses Claude to search state by state. It gave some really interesting information 
that may apply to this new paper. Jaime agreed they can take a look at that. 
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Jaime asked about the plan for Ron Ambrosio’s Bridging Back webinar. Ron Ambrosio said it should start 
no earlier than 9:00 am west coast time. He thought that one hour would work but one and a half hours 
would be best to allow for Q&A.  Ron A. will be the sole presenter. 

Jaime said that Vanessa can work with him to help promote this. 

Ron B. said it could go out as a calendar event. Several dates were discussed.  

Ron B. said that August 25th might be the best.  Ron Ambrosio agreed. 

Jaime updated the slide: 
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Ron Bernstein gave a brief recap of the GWAC Symposium this morning.  Ron Ambrosio has meet with 
the facility point of contact for the Marshall Center. The best available dates now are March 16 – 18.  

He said the registration fee schedule will be very streamlined compared to past meetings. Likely just 
three categories; students, lifetime members and standard registration. 

Ron B. said we can use the previous sponsorship flier and amend I for this symposium.  He encouraged 
GWAC to get the word out about sponsorship opportunities.   

Aaron Synder asked about the cost of each level. 

Ron B. said the sponsor schedule is being developed. 

Ron Ambrosio is working with the local PES chapter and local utilities, and  he is hoping to drum up 
some sponsorships from groups in the Tampa Bay area. 

Marc Costa said that Chris Castro, a past guest speaker has a lot of contacts and might be helpful.  

Ron B. supports the idea of having a table available for some of the sponsorship levels. 

Ron A. wants to leave a little time first thing on Day 1 before the keynote speaker to make a Thank you 
announcement for sponsors. 

Jaime said that there may be a cost for the Tutorial on Day 1. 
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NIST - Ron B. said he is on a panel with some representatives from NIST, ASHRAE and the Consortium for 
Smarter Buildings. The group is putting together a kind of primer on cybersecurity to bring more insights 
into cybersecurity to people in industry with little background in that area. It will address a variety of 
environments.  It is an ongoing effort.  

EPRI - Jaime said that EPRI is continuing their interoperability work with 1547 type devices. The EPRI 
FLEXIT project is ongoing.  It looks aggregatory and utility integration.  

IEEE - Farrokh Rahimi mentioned that he is chairing two panels at the IEEE PES this month. 

Ron B – ASHRAE has invited GWAC to do some educational programs at their annual meeting.  

For the AHR EXPO in 2028 GWAC is aiming for three presentations on topics such as Cybersecurity and 
Enterprise Solutions for things related to a building, interconnections, and design principles.  

Aaron Smallwood is not on today.  
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Ron Cunningham gave information on SEPA. Standards IEC…there will be a standards doc coming later 
this year 

Interop GWAC material link – Bruce Nordman – no official announcement yet but will be online.  
Customer devices and how customers relate to the grid demand flexibility.  Sharing information both 
ways. Ron B. is interested in this topic. Ron is working on a military project in this area.  

Peter Fitzgerld said how distribution planning will change what DERS are actually looked at as non-
transmission alternatives.  Jaime asked if there was a role for GWAC in this?  GWAC can participate, 
review, and convene on dockets with NARUC. Maybe something we have already done can be used as 
an example.  The GWAC can do that.  PNNL staff cannot. Jaime referred him to Shawn Chandler. 

Peter said there is another docket – no non-bars alternatives for upgrades. He expects some changes 
soon. 
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Bruce Nordman mentioned that the California Energy Commission is planning a workshop on 
interoperability in early September. He is helping to organize it. Once it is announced he will share it 
with the GWAC.  

He asked about some of GWAC’s material and Jaime said he will send Bruce some links. 

Bruce may be a virtual speaker at the Oct meeting. 

Ron B. adjourned the meeting. 
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