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Aaron Snyder, Dir. of Grid 
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Rahul Bahadur, Associate 

Ron Cunningham, Emeritus 

Mark Knight, Emeritus 

 

GWAC Friends 

Lisa Affolabi 

Larisa Dobriansky, General 
Microgrids 
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James Orenstein, TRCSS 
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Ken Wacks 

David A. Wollman, NIST 
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Farrokh Rahimi said OATI will have a special meeting in October. Jaime Kolln said it is posted on LinkedIn 
and looks very interesting.  Farrokh said that it is open to everyone interested. 

Chairman Ron Bernstein called the meeting to order with Quorum at 8:19am 

Jaime reviewed the agenda and asked if there was a motion to approve the July GWAC Meeting 
Minutes. 

Ken Wacks noted that he did not attend the previous meeting, he had no comments.  

Chair Ron Bernstein said he had not had time to review them and asked to postpone approval until next 
month.  The motion was approved.  
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Farrokh Rahimi provided some comments on the July 2026 IEEE PES meeting. 

Chair Ron Bernstein has a speaking engagement in Abu Dhabi next month. He made a post on LinkedIn 
and would like the GWAC to help socialize his post. 

Ron B. noted that he received a request guest speaker at an Energy Summit in Nigeria in October. If 
anyone is interested, it would be a keynote address about changes in North American Power Grid.  This 
request came through his connection with ASHRAE.  The general topic area is building to grid.  

Aaron Snyder asked Ron Bernstein to send him an email about it – he may consider it and has some 
insights. 

Kay also has some business interest there. 

Ron B. will follow up and introduce each of them to the conference chair online. 
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Matt McDonnell is planning to present a seminar on the Regulators paper, possibly in mid-September. 

Jaime commented that late September or early October would be a good time to present the webinar 
for the Transportation Concept Model.  

 

 

Ron Bernstein reviewed the schedule for GWAC at RE+ Las Vegas. 

He noted that  the GWAC Tutorial Workshop will be held  on Nov. 17th. 
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Also, there will be a GWAC Face to Face all day on Monday Nov 16 and the morning of Nov 17.  

The RE+ location for both the F2F and the Tutorial Workshop will be at the Las Vegas Convention Center 
on Tuesday Nov. 17.  The Monday morning workshop is to be determined, but not at the Convention 
Center. 

Ron B. asked the group who is available to attend:  

The reply was that Kay Aikin, Ron Ambrosio, Ron Bernstein, Ron Cunningham, Jaime Kolln, and Vanessa 
Whitten, PNNL, will be attending. 

Ron Bernstein will follow up with Aaron Smallwood to confirm. 

Marc Costa is not yet able to confirm due to schedule conflict. He is trying to work it out. 

Mark Ortiz is in a similar situation with conflicting travel commitments. He is trying to work it out. 

Shawn Chandler also has conflicts and is uncertain. 

Matt McDonnell is not able to attend. 

Aaron Snyder is likely not going to be able to attend. 

Ron B. noted that there are 5 GWAC members including Jaime, who will be there. 

RE+ 
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The group discussed sponsorship for GWAC at RE+ Las Vegas. 

There would be 3 levels: $500, $1000, $1500. 

Ron B. said he has committed his company at $500. (Bronze level) He encouraged the GWAC to support 
the event in socializing sponsorship opportunities. 

AHR Expo – January 2027 – Jan 25, 26, 27 in Chicago 

Chair Ron Bernstein has submitted the proposed GWAC Seminars to the AHR Expo. 

The first is the typical GWAC tutorial. 

Shawn Chandler uncertain if he will be able to attend. 

Matt McDonnell is not able to attend. 

Rahul Bahadur will check his schedule; he would like to attend. 

Aaron Snyder will check his schedule.   

Jaime Kolln said he can’t commit anything in January. 

Matt McDonnell said he has some prior commitments in that time frame; he will look more closely and 
see if he can work it out. 

Marc Costa has a conflict with the  Global Summit, a United Nations event, Nov. 29 – Dec. 4. in 
California.  Marc is involved with planning the agenda. He would like to have a GWAC presence at the 
Global Summit. They are expecting 200 attendees. Sponsors are needed for it. Some of the meeting will 
be held at the UN Plaza in San Francisco.  Kay Aikin is also involved with it. 

Most of the meeting will be at Stanford University.  The opening night will be held in San Francisco.  

Farrokh Rahimi requested the URL for the event; he may be able to attend.  

Farrokh expressed his support for a Job Fair at the GWAC RE+ Symposium. 

GWAC Symposium  

Jaime Kolln led a discussion about a poster session for a job fair.   

Ron Ambrosio said that the students attending, particularly those involved with the IEEE Student 
Chapters, may want to support a job fair event at the Symposium. 

Jaime said there will be tables available for sponsors, if we have enough tables then they are welcome 
to have a job fair.  

Ron Berstein noted that the date will be during Spring Break. 

Ron Ambosio said there will be students around – many don’t leave for Spring Break. 



 
Meeting Minutes  

Aug. 19, 2026 

8 
 

Ron B. and Ron A. agreed that the students can be the ones to coordinate a job fair. 

Jaime suggested the group  talk more about a job fair at the next meeting informally. He agreed that 
GWAC is open to the idea, and he noted that student attendees can always talk to the Sponsors at their 
tables.  He said to help facilitate interactions, QR coded materials set out at the meeting can be helpful. 

Room Costs 

Ron Ambrosio noted that the Tutorial, which is scheduled before the Symposium, won’t require the full 
ballroom. He said that there is a nice 30 person room available, with a conference table with AV for the 
face to face meeting. 

Ron Ambrosio mentioned that the student council space, on the top floor, holds 70 people with the 
option to hold 30 additional people. He felt this should be sufficient for the tutorial workshop. 

He noted that GWAC staying 1 extra hour for the reception will require an extra $500 in cost for the 
room going over the standard closing time. That will only happen on one of the days. 

Ron Ambrosio  also noted that reserving this much space this far in advance was more than the students 
were allowed to do so he went through the Electric Engineering Department, headed by Professor Naw 
Tin,  since the department gets a discounted price for the space on behalf of GWAC. 

Ron A. also mentioned that dividers will be up in the morning for breakouts.  

Ron A. has asked to lay out the tables in a way that will allow the divider walls to be closed. 

Some GWAC participants asked about the stage set up and  where the AV equipment would be located. 

Ron A. said the “A” section will have the AV equipment. 

 

Jaime Kolln introduced today’ guest speaker. 
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There is just as much focus on affordability with states and utilities. A focus on impact on rate increases.  

One of the keynotes was from a national meteorologist and broke out impacts of extreme weather 
events and grid impacts. 

Each challenge is a barrier for regulators.   

How to tackle challenges in a comprehensive way. 

How to break out of a paradigm where DER was in the corner. 

 

 

Ken Wacks asked about uniform trends. 

Matt said almost nothing was uniform, he is generalizing.  There is quite a variance of viewpoints from 
regions and state by state and more. 

The regulators backgrounds vary considerably. Some have strong grid industry background, and some 
have almost none – and everything in between. 

Ken Wacksd said some political appointees had little background; he observed this when he was working 
with regulators in the past. 
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Matt McDonnell replied to a question by Marc Costa saying that human nature lends itself toward more 
reactive change than proactive change.  He personally sees that a multi-prong approach is needed for 
transformation. 

He said the next year or two will bring about more discussions.  He is concerned about the impact of 
wildfire seasons, and he added that extreme weather events will continue to impact the grid. 

He said that with the energy storage industry, the first policy wave was a lot of mandates on 
procurement.    

Ken Wacks asked if crisis will always be driven by fear. 

Matt said that is his fear. He said crisis can be a catalyst for action. 

He said if we reflect on how past moments of significant changes, the changes are made less frequently 
because of thoughtful planning and more often because of flash points. 

Ron Ambrosio also commented was Mark Paterson’s original inspiration.  He said it’s better to prepare 
for the future than to react to it. 

Matt gave comments on regional interest, state clean energy goals, region by region differences.  He 
noted that progress is often slow. 
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Increasing interest in distribution centers data centers. 

 

Matt noted that more work needs to be done and awareness needs to be raised on the part of 
Regulators.  

He said that he does see new products emerging.  They are embedding distributed compute at the 
residential level.  Home solar plus storage, distributed compute at the home premise, optimizing from a 
distributed approach and customer level service.   

He said that he is not sure how all of this will move forward. 

Chat comments regarding the guest presentation are on the last page of the minutes. 
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Matt said he read the Grid Services paper from PNNL, and he is hoping to present more effectively to 
regulatory audiences. 
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Jaime mentioned that the yellow highlight above represents an planned event  by Vice Chair Shawn 
Chandler, who has submitted a proposal for GWAC to present at an upcoming NARUC meeting. So far 
Shawn, Yashar, Jaime and Farrokh are planning to attend if it is accepted.  More presenters are welcome 
to join. 

Jaime reminded GWAC that the Maine F2F meeting that Kay was hosting has been cancelled for now.  
We are hoping to revive it for a spring F2F meeting. 

In person workshops are on hold but if someone has ideas, please get back to Jaime.  But we will move 
forward with virtual workshops. 
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Matt – there is talk about a follow on paper. Lorenzo is involved.  The group is still meeting but taking a 
bit of a break. 

 



 
Meeting Minutes  

Aug. 19, 2026 

20 
 

 

Trying to follow up on some things and finalize. 

Jaime will get PNNL help for them, let him know if that is happening. 
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Dave Wollman – The new director has come in, and he would like NIST to be more involved with 
industry and ideally getting money from industry to support activities. Some of the staff are taken aback 
by this. It is a dramatic change. 

There is progress in AI and cybersecurity research. There is a new AI accelerator.  

Dave noted that his former priorities are no longer the correct ones. Several are not on now from the 
list. 

Ken Wacks said the ISO/IEC is  planning a semiannual, Group One,  Home Electronic Standards meeting 
that starts Nov. 9, 2026, in Homburg Germany. There are new proposals on topics like AI data models 
for homes and apartments; Agentic life; Energy Management Agents for smart appliances and more. 

Ken said the group has a lot of new proposals coming in, centering around topics such as 
an AI data model for homes and apartment complexes.  They have a protocol of energy 
management agents for smart appliances, software defined energy management, agent 
architecture, and something the proposer calls energy orchestration. 

So of course, as we get more details on that, I'll be reporting back to the GWAC. 
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Ken Wacks: For the Consumer Technology Association, CTA, we're working on the third 
generation of the modular community with interface standards for energy management to 
be known as ANSI/CTA - 2O45-C.  This is the third version. 

Ken Wacks: Customer Grid Edge is still on hiatus, and we're discussing support from new 
sponsors. Ken will update the GWAC on this as it progresses. 

Ron Ambrosio said he had no updates on SEPA activities.  

Ron Cunningham is working with Nancy Lema on bi-directional power flows for EVs. He is giving 
them some guidance on the documentation that they are creating. 

Ron Bernstein discussed the ASHRAE event featuring GWAC speakers at the AHR in Chicago. There 
are two other topics that he is finding speakers for as part of the ASHRAE meeting.  These talks will 
be listed with GWAC participants as host but so far, he is the only one signed on.  He is hoping to 
find someone else interested in helping to present these talks which have been accepted. If anyone 
is  interested, please contact Ron for more information. This event will be January 25 – 27, 2027 in 
Chicago.  
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Ron Ambrosio noted  an IEEE activity that he has been working on for the last six to nine months, the 
cybersecurity trust framework. This was developed in the medical devices space but from the beginning 
was intended to become more generalized across other domains.  The medical one has been published.  

It is called TIPS for trust, identity, privacy, protection, safety and security.  

As of the last month or so it’s gotten accepted in IEEE PES as a new working group to develop a version 
of TIPS for the energy space.  Ron said it is number P 29 30.3 and he is part of the leadership team on 
that. He anticipates a future presentation to GWAC about it to be presented either by him or by another 
member of the work group. 
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Ken Wacks mentioned that the ISO international group is working on something fairly similar.  He said 
Ron Ambrosio is invited to join that group if he is interested. 

Jaime Kolln is planning to give a presentation at the upcoming GridFWD meeting in Utah. 

Ron Bernstein reminded the group that he will not be able to attend the September meeting. 

 

Jaime noted that a September speaker is still needed. 

Chair Ron Bernstein thanked Matt McDonnell for the presentation today.  

Matt asked the today’s presentation not be posted on the GWAC website. 

Chair Bernstein adjourned the meeting. 
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Chat Comments below from the guest speaker session:  
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